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I.O0AL MATTERS.

TilK Ml'Ml'IFALGOVEIiNMENT
oSl XI. n^SA^E OF MAYOIU.M.

K KI i i:y.

OUR FINANCES.

. : i « IiiiioimI City ItiinrN lire To-Day
t ti «. Ili-Ht Virginia .Security."

K (.KAIII YIMi EXHIBIT IX AM,

i»Ki'vur>iF\rs.

THK COMMON' COUNCIL.

t.etic.~al I'. I'. Mixire'N Claim of $1,200
Orilvroii lo ?«. I'a: <!.

j he Police < ,>m in K>foner* and (ho I'ay
ot "Nick" Policemen.

OTHER BUSINESS.

¦ ineetiJ >g of the Common Council w:i-

v< - r tv i't- r »i' » >ii -Mr. M. I-. Straus,
:. ut ].! ¦' in., in the chair.
motion .! Mr. English the order of l»ti-

a- «t;- ; t uded in "i der t ii:ii he might
ii' the fo I joint r< oliiiiou:

r« / .the I: ard of Aldermen conctir-
]"hat l-ave oe trranted for t lie inter-

of the mn iinsol S -t- r Maria Angela
kiiunot ti;( < baler ol \ isitation, witliin

.<iu c attavti' d to Mm' convent Moutc
.j ,, ,,a (irnv sfrect between Twenty*
mi and Tvvuly-thiid street.-. Agreed to.

axm'AL mfs>a<;k of the mayok.

T:i(» Serg<f»iit«al«Aram laid before the
:i! the onml u.t 01 the Mayor, in

ing, ft> follows:
M ayob's office, March 1, 1 ST"».

'x C< iy ( ¦' 'Uh >.'i I !
I .ive t !:. h(»iior lo transmit herewith the

is ot t }i»- \ariotis departments of the
rvie«' for the iNc d year eudiiig Feb-

. M, I aeeoinpauicd by such sugge
.n«as ? ... u» to m Jeserving your eonside-

: on.
i i Lij.j'ih f he ^cueral bu»iness prostration

i.i winch w i- have littered in couimon with
?: Mimtn at l irge wii'iiiues, and the year

- vviib unusual dvprc>>ion in the tobacco
trade, so valuable, an element in our pros-

.. ,'y. l'ti* our df lli *u llies are the less bur-
iu> btvaiiM -o univei>ally encountered,

..! ;t :> liki iv that the whole people are
»oinc h >.ous ol economy in thul]

i'-chool of adver>ity whose teachings'
-oapt t<» be a jHM'inanent aeipiisition.

i t u> congratulate ourselves that We are
.:i_' our d< l»!- f.ut-tiuilv, and that we have

. escaped those tndal* and corruption?
ili.-c which st em to V almost epidemic in

A i m r'cun municipal administration of late
No great crimes of violence to per-

i. ii:ive.»hockul the in ra I sni^ej no great
wiitj li;t~ brought in >urniug to many

.:i.es, and the health <>t the city has been
thanduring any >eur since the war.

I '.he couoe ot the >eu the city lost the
t>i Major W . <i. Turpin, the <*ngi-

u i.i ibt! dames Uiver imiirovenient, bv
d . J|. wa> a > kt >1 nl and laithlul ollicer,
«»i .: "r of the iie>> amiable and honorable

ii.cn. The same vt ai w it nessctl the death
v! <!>>n« I I heuKi-Il. Wynne, formerly the
i'M-idi-nt ot your body, and at the time of

;. ith a icpr» ."-eutative ol the city in the
lie of Virginia i u-t inland highly lion-

m! eitizen, lor more than twenty years
id iiird ib: ff.lv or u directly with the mo>t
li lUnt public po>ii ions and interests.

1 record li.eir names here in testimony ol
i seriou-* lo>» I leel the city sustained In

decease ot each.
FINANCE.

I' is a srreat source ot satisfaction Hut the
. . of anottn r year finds our-credit firmer,

on: bonds higher, and the financial outlook
So encouraging.

Hichuioiid City bonds arc to-day the be>t
Vir^iuia security, and superior to the ma-
>ntv ol the municipal seeuriiies of tliecoun-

try. north or .south. They have within ti e
pa-t three years come to be the favorite in*
Ve*!inciit ot tru«t esla'es; and the tinincial
Jmi ieol 3S7U, which shook public confidence
t>>' iiera'h in other securities left not only
unimpaired, but euhauced the public favor
for these.

I i ni) message lor 1874 I renewed a recoiu-
Jul ion made twiee before that an ordi-

. .'ice should l»ept»>ed to comply with the
iifMt d i biigutinO of the city to create a

: king fluid, 'l it!- has been done, and its
\i-.'»n> have been strictl) complied with.

v> ijii-g moi' couuiion than to provide by
law tin* eitic -ut but sometinies burden-

m> thoil of honest ly providing lor
. i ;blic dv:»t, ind scarcely anything
in ic com moil than the total neglect ol

- squirt nanls. I have every coutidence
in the hands of the prcseut Board
eiiiiiiissioiu rs tin provi-ions of law and

;< ;u ordinance in this regard will be ri-
vi nlotci-d. I have Ind the honor already

x\ be Iore the Council the record of its
: itious for tl»e last fiscal \ ear, showing
'here is now to the credit of the hoard
per ceutuin, the first instalment of the

v- ,ie bonded d< bt ot the city, and that §14,-
1 iiu\ .* ulr« idy been redeemed. At each
in'erval of »ix months one-half of one per]

: tnui should be sacn dly set apart for this
] in ;i<>se, and invented as long as possible in

t ii* bonds ol the ein ; thus not only securing
: -a!u d-po ltOf the fund, but helping to
u tiutain a .iu^t piite tor our securities, for
t!;« rea>ou ttiut the city will always be in the
liiai ket.

1 deem it my duty in this connection to
t !i the attention of the Counc.l lo the
lata that we are Hearing the legal limit
of the authority of the city to iu-
(:eise Its bonded debt. An act of As-
.« inhly approved April 1G. 1874, prescribes

the " /><>/, (/.>. c' i/j tercel-bearing debt of \h». eiiy of lUchmond shall not In the aggre-
v; de f-xia ed eighteen per centum of the as-
*¦« --' d value ot the taxable real estate of the
.aid city and the observance of this pro-
% is btcured !>y a further declaration
tLut any bond or evidence of debt issued
MUr ibin limit is reached shall be void as to
the city, anu therefore worthless.

1 he aiw-essed value of our real estate in
1^74 was ?2{>,1CC.979, eighteen j>er cent, of Jwhich is $5,250,050.

'J he bonded debt of the city on the 1st of]J '1 bruary, 1875, w as ^4,239,727.97 ; thetioat-

i nsr c!ol>t same (lav, §82,379 18; needed for
the reservoir, §250,000.making a total of
84.572,107.15.
There are be*Ules, as the Council arenwarc.

numerous projects of greater or tew decree
of merit and urgency, which. If pnssed to
completion, will require a further issue of
bonds. and some existing debts which must
be provided for. Among ttiose there is the
maturity of $40,887.56 of the city debt iu
.Julv nex', all <»1 which the sinking fund may
not be aMe to extinguish, inasmuch as there
is over §33,000 of already matured debt that
has not yet been presented for redemption.
The condemnation of Dock street involves
an outlay of 822.000. Two market-houses are
proposed. A new station-house for the Third
[Hjlice-station, a new engine-house, improve¬
ment of parks, a large appropriation to James
Itiver improvement, a military hall, the en¬

largement or reconstruction of the city jail,
and tuanv other minor schemes involving an

outiav for which no provision is made
or can be made in the general appro¬
priation bill, will probably be pressed
during the year. 1!" all of these be carricd
the year of 1875 will witness the reach¬
ing o"f the limit of bonded obligation ; and
lo exiircncv, however gre.it, will liud the
Council ready to ni'-et it except by the ordi-
nary appropriations, unless Lhe real estate of
the ci v increases materially. Well-informed
citizens believe the present assessment to be
a full one-a matter which the State assess¬
ment, which will probably be ordered this
year, will determine. I deem it proper to
brim; these matters to the notiee of the Coun¬
cil, believing that in the present extreme and
general depression of the bu-incss of the
country it is unsafe to calculate on such an

increase in the taxable red estate as would
make it wise to approach the legal limit of
bonded issue more nearly without grave ne-

e»>.-ity. The time may s-oon come when the
aid of the General Government to an internal
improvement, or the construction of some
most valuable line of communication, may be
conditioned on the aid of Richmond. uml£r
circumstances which would challenge the
support of all her intelligent people. In such
an emergency it might bean irreparable evil
to have exhausted our privilege of creating a

debt.
Our bonded debt February, 1873, was §3,-

418,503.47 ; February, 187-1. §3,977,990.97;
February, 1875. $4,239,727.97. Increase in
1873. §559,487.50; increase in 1874. §201,-
<37.

'1 he estimated receipts from all sources for
the year l874-'5 was, according to the Au¬
ditors report of last year (p. 01 of the re¬

ports of 1874). §956.050. Tue actual receipts
during the year proved to be §939.003, ex-

eluding Irom the grand total ol §1.505,084,
the amount derived from bills payable (§250,-
522). Mid fioui sale of bond* (§309,5,">9). It,
however, we add to the amount actually paid
the unsettled tax now in litigation charged
by our oidiuune'.s to the banks in the city,
the ddl' rence will be more than made up.
This Him is §20,170, due as follows :

First Notional Bank * S'SZS
City J<o «*--

M.i< luiuls Naiiot.nl limit 1 5(;0 00
l*iil<>ii li:ink iTVrinMat.- 4.440 Jl
Mutual Insurance CumiKtuy i.-iij oo

*20,170 79

I'pon the basis of the above estimates the
appropriations of the year were made, and
the Council merit the thanks of the citizens
(or restricting the ou'lay as they bav*; done,
so that the ordinary ineomemet theordiuary
expenditures, It the same disposition marks
the year upon which we have entered we may
hope to commence the year 1870 without a

dollar of floating debt. The appropriations
already ordered by the Council for ordinary
ixpeni.es will be met by ordinary receipts,
and the interest on the public debt promptly
paid without any increase in the tax rate.
The following table will show the exact

transactions in bonds during the year and the
present amount of outstanding securities of
each kind:
STATKMKN'T OK THE HON OKI) DKRT OK T1IK CtTT

OF UICHMONO, KJSUUUAItV 1, 1875.
Kijht I'rr Cent, (,'ou-

JiO/l HnU'tV.
OiilstaudliiL' 1 >-t Feb¬
ruary, 1874 * 291,500 00

Issued iiurintr the
>eur 40.000 00

337,500 00
Less ctinrff'-d t<> re¬
gistered IxmhIs 59-000 00

OuM mdluc 1 ..! Ft b-
ruary, 1875 % 2 78,500 00

Ei'jht Per c>nl. Hi-
wi jHnrtdx.

Out-Mandlnc 1 >1 Feb¬
ruary, 1 H7 1 450-400 00

IsbUi-U iluiliiK the
year 3i»8 000 00

854.000 00
Hyjntheca-

leil lx>nd>
retired. $100,200

( hailed to
c <. II |> u u
bundi 2.000

102.200 00

OuiMaiuliiii! 1 Ft b-
rutry, 1875

#
752,200 00

SLr /Vr Cent. Coil-
jutn

OuisUnditiif 1 >1 Feb¬
ruary, J874 128.000 00

ChatiK*-'(l t<» rt jtlsl' r-
ol bond- 24.000 00

Outs'aiidinir 1st Feb-
riiar), 1875 104,000 00

Six P>'r Cent. Htyi8-
tend Bortdts.

Outritandliur 1st Feb-
ruary, 1874... ... .3,102.090 97

! 30,872 38

3,132 403 35

30.372 38

Retired hefore
organization
of the Com*
tii I * .»> I on< rs
of sinking
Fund 7 972 38

11 i' il e t- m able;
r»y e ouiiiiib-
slotn'rs >luk-
inn Fund.. .19 4G3 00

27 435 38

Uutslaudh g 1st Ft t>ruary, 1875... 8.105.027 97

Total bonded debt 1st Feb., 1875.. *4,239,727 97

THE ALMSHOUSE.
The report of the Superintendent of the

Almshouse is accompanied by numerous aud
interesting statistical detail*. The average
of paupers fed and cared for during the year
wa> 255 as again»t 228 the year before, and
the average cost of their subsistence §40.04
a* against §50.33 the preceding year. When
we remember thai the paupers receive three
tueaN a d iy, that their lood is greatly varied,

[ as the tables show, and is under constant in¬
spection to injure sundries, the charge for
subsistence, which amounts per capita to
12 -l ') cents a day, indicates a commendable
care and economy in this department.
During the year but one complaint of the

management reached my ear. I investiga¬
ted it in person and at length, and found it
to be total'} unfounded. The institution is
a model of cleanliness and good order, and
it> officers Captain Bigger and Captaiu
Epp*, are conspicuous for the fidelity aud
intelligence with which tueir duties are dis¬
charge d.

1 recommend that the 7th section of chap¬
ter 45 of the city ordinances be so amended
as to give to the Ma>orand Police Justice,
a> will as the Committee for the Kelief of
the Poor, authority to seud the sick and des¬
titute, who are strangers, to the almshouse
under the restrictions contained in that sec¬

tion.
It does not seem to be generally known

that we have a public free hospital in the city
in which those who have not acquired by a

year's residence the right of perpetual sup¬
port may obtaiu medical attention and tem¬

porary relief. In theme of these strangers
application is generally made to a policeman,
and li would save time and lighten the labor
of ibe committee If these officers, who ate iu

daily communication with the police, bad
like authority with the committee in this

particular.
The sui>erintendent has always strained

the law iu the interests of humanity when I
have asked him, but it would be better to
make hi# humanity legal by such an amend¬
ment. The following table will show the

principal Items of cost of this department for
1873-'74.tiie inmates, as heretofore stated,

numbering 228 in tbe former and 245 during"
the latter year:

ms-1?*. i«74'7«.
SutHsfnce *1 1.627 37 $11,428 84
Construction...,, 2,-llH HO 1,887 50
Salaries. 0.256 00 (5.780 59
Hospital...."*. 8,384 01 8.444 34
OJoitilnp 3.215 48 3 007 58
Vw\ . 3.403 47 1.882 25
OU>er expenses 2,»37 »4 3,223 0*J

Total expenditures *82»80iJ 87 131,65# 72

Charging the paupers with the items of
subsistence, salaries, clothing, aad fuel, they
cost in 1873 one hundred and seven dollars
and twenty seven cents ($107 .27J per annuna
apiece. Tn 1874 they cost ninet) -four dol¬
lars nnd thirty cents apiece.
Fortunately the almshouse Sample in size

and appointments for the reasonable needs of
our city lor a long period to come.

police.
The Chief of Police has added to his re¬

port for the j ear several new tables of in¬
terest. 1 am sorry to report that the loss of
time from sickness continues out of all pro¬
portion to the number of the force That
eighty men of more than ordinary health
and strength should lose 1,115 days by sick¬
ness in a single year is inexcusable. This re¬

presents an expenditure from the tuxes of tbe
people of £2,787 for which the city receives
no return. As the year approached its con¬
clusion the evil augmented until in January,
when the general health of the city was as

good as usual, thirtyfioc of the force re¬

ported sick, and 17» days of service were
lost to the city.

. .

The Hoard of Police Commissioners on the
G'b of February adopted an order designed
to remedy this evil by withholding halt-pay

I from those who were sick, reserving the
ri"ht to allow full pay in any meritorious case,
aud the health of the force was atones re¬

stored. The official monthly report for Jan¬
uary showed 35 men sick and 175 days lost;
the report for February showed 11 sick and
77 days lost, and of these 77 days, -oda\s
were "lost by one case of protracted disease
continued from January. The order of the
lJ.jurd was not issued, as I have said, until
theGth of the month, and its effect is still
more marked by the fact that in the hrst
week in February 43 days were lost by sick*
ness and in the remaining tnree week* but
34 days. It is hoped that the year 18iu will
show a reform of this abuse.
Anion" the tables in the report ot the

Chi' f is one showing the number of arrests
made during the year as compared with those
of several other cities. 1 he result would not
be 11 ittering to our repute as an orderly city
if every citizen's experience did not contra¬
dict the apparent conclusion*. Taking the
cen.-us of 1870 as an equitable guide in unking
comparisons, it will be scon that New Yoik,
with twenty times the population of Rich¬
mond, had but thirteen times the arrets;
Philadelphia, with thirteen times the popula¬
tion, had but six and a half t imes the arrests ;
Cincinnati, with four times the population,
has but oue and a half times the arrests;
Charleston, with about the same population,
has less than half thearrests. That Richmond
is inferior in public order to any ol these
cities no one familiar with her peop.e
would affirm. A more law-abiding commu¬
nity does not exist. The explanation is to be
found in the culpable facility with which
<01110 magistrates issue warrants, oftentimes
comound i ni: felonies with misdemeanors, and
still more fnquently U-uing process without
justification. It is not unlikely that the mis-

chief is aided bv the profit to the othcers for
making arrests* and summoning witnesses.
The captains and sergeants of the force ha\e
the powers and, in addition to their pay from
the city, receive the fees of constables.
Durin" the past year the Commonwealth

mid to" the officers of the First station
£2 204.20; to the otlicers of the Second^ sta¬

tion, §1,311.40 ; to the officers of the Third
station, £932.05.

r _

While some of these members of the force
are incapable of encouraging strife that they
may profit by it, others may not be so scru¬

pulous. There is a good deil of human na-

lure in a policcrouo us well us in otber pco*

It is worthy of remark that the colored ar¬

rests considerably increased last year. The
following table shows the amounts ot the re¬

spective colors lor the past three years :

1872. 1873. 1874.
,v,., ... 2,735 3.170 2.705iJjJmC.'.V.'.'.'.V. 3.380 3^17 ^328

Total .0.121 6 303 0,123

There had been for some years a.steady de-
cliue in the number of colored people ar¬

reted Probably the distress and idleness
in the past twelve mouths explains the chamre
in this respect. It is proper to say that a

larue portion of the warrants are dismissed.
The -tation accommodations are sufficient

except at the Third station, which is much
too contracted, and by reason ol the public
stable on this lot frequently quite ofhnstve
in summer. The ollieera of that district
have made >o few appeals to the Council for
improvement that I hope their wishes, and
those of the people of the western district
of the city who have occasion to go to the
button-house, for better quarters may in this
regard be complied with, and that either the
police or tbe fire company will be moved.
The better course would probably be to move
the company, as the accommodations are very
contracted, and the removal of the police
would not enlarge the room for the horses
aud steamer.
With the single exception of the sick-list

mentioned above, 1 am i:lad to say that the
condition aud conduct of the force are in all
respect* satisfactory. I believe that fewer
charges have been preferred against them
than heretofore, and that in sobriety, polite¬
ness, und faithfulness they deserve the. high¬
est praise.

THE STREETS.

The City Engineer very properly calls at¬
tention to the bad couditioti ot the streets
and sidewalks of the city, aud to the inade¬
quacy of the means at the command of the
committee to a more complete discharge of
their duty. The proposition to improve the
streets bv a fund derived from a further issue
of bonds does not seem to me the proper
way of meeting the difficulty. Tne result
of 'such an application of money would in¬

evitably be a great and immediate increase of
the area of paved streets and walks, and a

legacy of greatly-increased outlay for annual

repair forever afterwards.
t ,

I see no reason to change the opinion I
have uniformly expressed, that, we shall have
to choose between the abandonment of every
effort to secure anything like completeness
of either roadway or walkway, or we shall
be compelled to follow the example of the
minority of other cities, aud make the pro¬
perty whose value is enhanced by these im¬

provements coutribute a proportion ot their
C°
Hundreds of thousands of dollars have

been added during the past five years to the
worth of property in certain quarters of che
city directly out of tbe city treasury, the
tables of expenditures in the various wards
for street improvements being almost an rx-

S measure of the advance in value ; and as

the citv extends the evil grows, and the
number unlimited as the continuance in-
cr. es! untii we arc now confronted with .

difllculty from winch there w 110 SUsf I,exit but. an increase of permanent ills. 1
is difficult to understand how those
who ur<*e the expenditure of public
money tor these purposes, on the ground
that it increases tax-receipts, should
the contribution of part ol the out.aj b)
those the enhancement of whose property
by this public outlay is the sole occasion ot
the increased taxation.
The City Engineer's report fs made un¬

usually Interesting this year by a very im¬

portant piper from Professov Hardin, of the
V irginia Military Institute, on the subject of

improvement in James River water. One ob-
-VIOUS conclusion froiii bis labors is that,
w ould be idle to seek the purification of that
water by general filtration; tUe specibc
gravity of a large per centum of the Impuri¬
ties being so nearly coincident with that of
the water that tfieir thorough separation me¬
chanically is impossible. .

Another and compensating result is that

[ such imparities as are not promptly deposited1 by reason of tbeir weight are quite harmless.
Jn a word, the professor's experiments sbow
that the niteebief is irremediable, while bw
analyses show that it don't make any differ¬
ence If It Is.
The city owes the engineer tmd the pro¬

fessor an acknowledgment for fbe trouble and
labor bestowed on this interestftjg Inquiry,
one practical re:?oJt of wbiebyof no little
value, i9. the assurance that the amount of
pulverized alum (the grains to afgallon J ade¬
quate to the complete purificntiotj of the
water is it? no degrefdeleterioasTo health.

1 trust tlw Council will soon eofefee the re¬
moval of the unsight>y aqd dangerous re¬
mains of the-old City The contract for
the sale and removal wa« made Jane- 20tb,
1873, and six n>ontb9 Riven to removeR. The
lease expired 3)ecember 23d, and bae- been
extended from time to time, finally ontil
May 1st, 1875. The city has the meaas of
enforcing the obligation, and should notgrve
the pile of unsightliness a longer tease.
One hundred thousand bricks are on the
ground as a guaranty of compliance, and *e
as great a nuisance, if not as dangerous- a

one, as the dismantled building itself, for
whose removal they area pledge. The fo!-
lowing tables give a comparative view of tha-
work and expenditures of the office for the
past two years:

1875. 1874.
Hands and carls *28,043 62 *27,763-
fcxpeusea by street Com- .

inlttee 13,009 16 16.470
Expanses l»y council.... 30.929 i>0 43, '226
Expenses for repairs 3-009 65 4.1^3
hxpenses speelal 38.193 18 13.229
Grounds ana buildings.. . 8.227 95 21,558

Total *1:11,413 06 *125,789
WOKK PKTlFuUMED.

1873. 1874.
Square Yards. Srfunxe Yards.

Street-paving 555£ 6,224
IlrU'k sidewalks 7,114 8,569
GullU-9 5,123 4,397
Macad.tmlziDg 6.981 9.540
Gravelling.... 10.677 51,040
Magging 534 3,689

Liiieal Feet. Lineal Feet*
Grading 13.334 26 200
Curbing.. 4,379 6.160
Sewers 8,804 4,332

IlEALTn.

The report and accompanying statistics of
the Board of Health are, as usual, full of in-
teresting and valuable information. The
most important exhibit of this department
to the public at large is the gratifying de¬
crease in the mortality of tbepa.it year coin-

pared with that of the one preceding. The
birth, marriage, and death statistics for the
two years are as follows :

1873-'74. 1874- '75.

¦5 I £ ii i?
955
838
5)77

8^4 1 789|jl 0*27 I *72| 18'.)!)
*252 590 1! 2tiH f 290 5 5 . i
1060 2037H 727 I 864 I 1291

The proportion of infantile deaths con- 1
tinues very laruft, those under five years con¬

stituting over 4-5 per cent, of t,be whole uuni- 1
berof deaths as against 43£ j>er cent, the
preceding n fir : and thU, too, with a notably
di tn i nished.deatb-1 ist from diphtheria anu

cboleri-infantum, the most fatal infantile I
complaints in our climate. The death-rate,
which in lS73-"4 *as 33 to each 1,000 of pop¬
ulation, was lu-t year reduced 24* in the same
number, if the Hoard's estimate of the pop¬
ulation at 0.3.000 is reliable.

_

The systems followed in the various cities
are so different, and probably the degree of
fidelity io accumulating facts so varying. that
little reliance ciu be placed on the general!
table of ibis description for comparative re- 1
suits. No ouc, 1 presume, could be per¬
suaded by any array of statistics that thel
mortality in Richmond was Go per cent.l
hi"her tdan in Louisville, Ky., a city ol about
the same latitude, climate, and general con¬

ditions, yet such is the affirmance ot the ta-

bl(Tbelive that in this city as true and com-

pietc uu account ot d^ulbs i3 obtaiued us w Jpossible, aud am quite sure that nothing Is
left undone on the part of the Boird to se¬

cure it. 1 venture to repeat the hope that
the Board will at some future time make au

effort to obtain the information on this sub¬
ject to winch in two annual messages I have
called attention.that is to say, a disease re¬

cord. showiug the amount and locality ol the
various diseases, whether resulting m death j
or not, which prevail in Uicbmond. Making
every allowance lor the carelessness witul
which tue reports of many other cities are

made out, the death-rate in Richmond re¬
mains excessive, when we reflect on the ad¬

vantages of climate, site, water, and room, Tor Jexpansion of which we justly boast. I
The Board, it will be observed, ask for a

considerable increase of their powers and
duties, including among others the povverl
to order and coerccc the grading and pa\ lug Jof private alleys, the fencing in of unoccu¬

pied lots, the closing up or regulating ot
hous-s which in tbeir opinion are unlit tene¬

ments, the closing up ot damp cellars or

their regulation, the prevention of over¬

crowded dwelling-houses, the cleaning o jthe streets under a salaried officer. &c.
The Council will, of couise, beeautiou*>jabout conferring these extraordinary pjwersl

upon a bureau whose acts are subject to no

special revision or control ; and one which,
a beit now guided only by an enlightened re¬

gard for the public well-being, can by no

process be insured. ;
TI1E GAS WORKS. I

The report of operations in this depart- 1
ment is m every respect satisfactory, b orthorough purification, high lllum.nary
power, and entire adequacy of supply the
Us production of Richmond will compare
with any iu the country, while on the score
of cost it is not only tbe cheapest gas lur-
nished in the Commonwealth, but tbe rate Is
lower than the average in any State or Ter¬
ritory in the Union. 1 have before me a ta¬
ble of tbe average cost of gas to the con¬
sumer in each political subdivision of the

' country, and the lowest. West \ irginia is I
$3.11, while to the people of Richmond gas
is furnished at S2.S3 per thousand.the ave-
rage net yice throughout the United S'ates
i>e?ug S4-32i per oue thousand cubic feet, jWhen we remember that this low rate isl
charged for an unsurpassed article, and that I
witbal a profit of £80,000 was realized last I
year on au estimated capital in the value of
the works ot $1,000,000, the management of
this branch of the public service may with
confidence claim the approbation of the cili-l
Z

During the coming year arrangements will
be made for the direct delivery ot tbe icas
from the lower instead of as at present, mak¬
ing ft second storage in the old works on

Curv street.
. , I

This will be the prelude to the abandon- 1
ment at no distant day of the upper works,
for the continuance of which no better rea¬

son can be assigned than the unwillmguess
to relinquish property which cost a great
deal of money, however useless at P^enuThe manufacture and storage of gas should
be at the same p^int and under a siugle con¬

trol ; and there are, besides, reasons ot safety
to adjacent property which make it desira¬
ble that the upper works should be removed

:UmrtD»theC^rblthe consumption of m
bus been diminished nearly I^o iiultiom of
cubic feet. Au examination of the rtcords

the office Will Show that tbn is due first
to tbe "reatcr economy iu the public expen-

JtonTn island htSdly/to the diminished

1S73-'71» paid the city tor0.-,
principally in me lunuei. I
Tbe private use of gas has increased, and

must continue io increase. 1 recomuier j
tbut section 27 of chapter 31 of tbe city or.

dinancos be amended by tbe adoption r^tbe
words : " or the chief of police," s'^ as t0
allow that officer when tbe necessity
arises to order the lighting of tbe city lamps
on other nights than, those indited by tbe
almanac a«j moonless nights, as the lamps

are lit by tbe police, It seems best to lodge
this power in tbe hands of thin officer as a
matter of con venienee. Thro revenue from
this department has been already stated at
880.000. Of this sum S&fcSOZ were paid into
the public treasury, and tbe residue is ac¬
counted for fty the gratuitous supply to the
public officer*, bnildinm, aBd streets. 2<ot
«be least gratifying feature of the- administra¬
tion ot this department is the faithfulness with
wMch the collection of the bill* is enforced.
During the year 33,440 bills,- calling tor
$W?,£78, were mad*? out. The uncollected
portion amounts to- but $412^ or about
tweni-y-four cent? In every hundred dollars.
The delinquency ha» been reduced- over
eigbtiy per ccnt ic four j ears.

The- following table will show the chief
items of interest. In the statistics of this de¬
partment! for the past; two years:

LSJ73. 1S741-
236308 49KJS®Gas produce* (I rol) 3552.800 82.390.50O

Public consumption (ft.) i£7^3o£(778 15.92.*,484
Private- consumption

(fetf) 0^3e3;8R0 58.28R 0£4rPaid for coal t7Si9M
Paid for other expeuscs 91,529 88.01&'
Kccelved from ctoke, &c. 11.433 9,04|Kccclved fram-gas 1j0h721 167.37H--
This table i3 chiefly Interesting, as sbow--

ing that the improved finanoial condition of jthe works is not owing to increased con- -

sumption, bwrto economy in management.
Excluding construction accounts and inter¬
est on capital, each thousand feet of gas pro¬
duced in 1873! eost $1.98, caoh thousand in
1874 co^t §1.72. to manufacture.a &\n of 2G
eents per thousand.
The proposition still further to- reduce tbe

price of gas because the city is at least getting
a fair interest on her investment*, will, I pre¬

sume, receive litSle favor at the bands of the
Ueuncil. If the record of the works from
their introduction! were examined' it would
be four.d tbat so far from the city being in
tleftt to the gas consumers, the latter were
under a heavy obligation to the public at
large, from whose united contributions tbe
works were built and maintained-
Moreover, if tbe principle is a just one it

should he extended1 to tbe water suppfy, and
the result would be that tbe waiter-con¬
sumers, who are ia; the main tbe gas-con¬
sumer?, would lose a dollar on their water
rates for every ditue ifbey would save on their
gas-bills. Tbe revenue lights tbe streets and
public buildings, which are used by allrand
tbe surplus lightens tbe burden of general
taxation borne by all.

WAXSR.
No branch of the city service demand at

this time more consider atiou at tbe nands of
tbe Council than tbe matter of water sop-
ply ; and 1 beg to call your attention to a
few fivcts which the official report aud my
own experience, in common with tbat of tbe I
citizens generally, furnish :

In the tirst place, the superintendent re¬

ports that the consumption of 1874 exceeds
tbat of 1873 nearly keenly fice per cent. ; I
nevertheless it will be observed t nut the in¬
crease of tents was /e.ss than seoen per cent.

In the next place the waste of water is so

fii-t-growing an evil tbat while tbe pumping
in August, when the use and evaporation
are ;it their maximum* was 111,GOO,000 gal¬
lons, tbe pumping in January, when they ure
at the minimum, was 110.814.000.
Furthermore, it is unhappily \viibin the

experience of hundred* of our cilizins, that
even with this large distribution, amounting
to an average per day of sixty-live gallons for 1
every man. woman, and child in the oit> , Jwhether water-takers or uot, it is often im¬
possible to get anything like an adequate
supply from their hydrants, especially inte¬
rior ones, aud olten times lor long periods
impossible to net any supply at all.
A resulting and, in my judgment, very

serious evil is this. The policy of tbi-> city
for years has tended to compel the construc¬
tion" of watrr-closets within the bouses.
Wherever this is the case, aud an abundant
supply of wafer is not furnished, a nest-
liou-e is erected in the midst of the family,
the most fatal (as modern medical theories
declare) ot all sources of disease.one to
which tbe feebler constitutions are espe¬
cially susceptible. (Does this tend to ex¬

plain the extreme infiutile death-rate iu
Richmond '()
A"dn, attention is called to the very ex¬

travagant waste of water as illustrated by a

simple but conclusive experiment, although
tbe result is out au approximation. On the
lMth of October, the reservoir being full, 'be
pumps were stopped, and the consumptionfrom G A. M. to G P. M. measured 2,lG4,932
irallons. Tbe consumption for the following
Twelve hours of night measured l.SOo.O,,
r»allons-in otlyr word-, the ni^ht consump¬
tion was eighty-four per cent, of the day con¬

sumption. The draught was nearly as great
wheu the people were u-leep and the lactones
do-"d as when the consumption was at its
hei"ht. Finally, the Superintendent enter¬
tains great doubt whether tbe pumping
power, r«i.iforced as it has been din ing the
past year by a large steam pump and a tur¬
bine-wheel, will till the new reservoir as well
115
Omining the 1 jst as a conjectural difficulty,

the others resolve themseivcs into two ques¬
tions-one of supply, ihe other ol profit. I
think an examination will show that tin
uiiin cause of inefficient supply is not the
lack of bead in the reservoir, but tbe made-
ouate capacity of tbe pipes. ..

Two circumstances should have d^er-lmined the use of even larger pipes in lilcb-
mond that. ure usual: F.«L tbe fr«iuen .

almost constant, impurities in the wttter,
which could not but result iu a large internal
coaling to the pipes, and a consequent dimi-
nutiua of their opacity; andsecoedlj tbe
oeculiar configuration ot our city . Whin a

water pipe with a sharp descent joins one

near I v Horizontal the greater velocity in th
inclined arm wben it w opened by a

running hydrant drains the more near )
level portion faster than it urn nil

Neither consideration secms 'o have
influenced those v. bo ong-naMj IJid he
nn.i.v- aud to-dav, after many changes .sub

diluting large for small pipes have been

made, of tt,e°240 27;2 feet of wMr-mpe ln
ltichmonfl. ranging in dia-ueter from 1 J to --Jinches, 118 345 leet are of lour inches and
under, and about 10,000 feet, or one-
fourth of the whole, ot one and a halt lnche
Unfortunately, some of the pa lest pip
are found in localities where tbe Uraeai
should have been placed.

A systematic substitution of ar0er p p
in proper places should, I think, be can e

on as rapidly a* tbe means at the comrol ol
the committee will permit.
There remains the question of income

from tbe work-". I endeavored to obtain
some statistics from other cities in respect to

the matter of changes and thesr.de ot nrices,
but have not information enough to warrant

a confident opinion. Under existing ordi¬
nances a taritl of prices, including a vast
number of items, is followed- '.be charges
to private consumers being proportioned to
the as«es"ed value ot tbe premises, with a

specific charge tor water-elites and baths
The superintendent is of o'pinion that tue
aniH>intment of inspectors, would check the
excessive waste of water and thus serve to
reduce expense. I do not thiuk so. Ihe
cheeking of waste, d- Arable as it may be,
would do relatively utile towards reducing
expense. What tt> city should attempi is

to m ike a fair o pportionment of the prices
charged.
A revision 0f nie taritf of rents may do

something r a i^is direction, but a more cill-
cient m my judgment, would be to

provide * ^ater-meters in tbe places of largest
coosuo option.hotels, stables, factories,
brew'jries, railroad depo'.s, and generally in
tl10 je places where tbe consumption is ne-

Cf .warily greatest. Let the consumer pay for

.vater, as be does for ever} thing else, accord¬
ing to his use of it, and there would be both
au increase of revenue and a great decrea-e
of waste. Tbe water-meter is too expensive
for attachment in private houses, but I do not

doubt that it would pay handsomely in tbe

cases above mentioned. Nothing is so apt
to check waste as having to pay for indul¬
gence in it.
Our duily consumption bus now reached

4,000,000 gallon?, for which we feceiyc $170,
or afc the rate of $42.50 per milllsMJ gallons.

a snm ridiculously disproportionate to tbc
value of the article furnished. The misfor¬
tune is tbat while the eity gets Irtfte, many
of the people who pay all they are asked re¬
ceive no equivalent. These are the twoeviis
to- be remeihetf. "> 1

I append a taWe of comparison of trie-two
Is3t years: : ' ' -

Receipts. 1973. » 1874- '

FroiW water f35,137 45 162,046 -j®'
Expenses. vCurrent expeuijcs.. ....... 25*10000 39 949 S£Consti«J«tlonoroliMr7.. 18.000*00 17,999 9b*

KnlarteaM»uK>f-*»orteh.ia9'1300' 70 261,557 36
Total., $182,400' 70» 1310^507 13Excess or receipts on»
current expense 38,987 45 81,097 64

pms.
The report of the Chief Ebgitrenr of the

Fire Department coBtsfcis tbeowisi- luforaia-
tion concerning the fire record oS tbe year.
The Department was called out seventy-six
times during the year, being thirty-two times
oftener thin- tbe year before, and the aggre¬
gate of loss was $310,240;.asainst the
preceding ye^r. Of this l:w<;eamouBt of loss
?274,000 was tbe result of tbe burning: of the
flouring mills of Haxall, Crenshaw & Ct>^ on
tbe evening of tbe 4th of April.

Tlie equipmeuG of the forue is in goodwo-'JTStiou ; and tbe Cbiff Enginser report* that
in view of tbe prompt response of tbeCowo-
crl'to his requests- for a new engine-house,
sttjamer, and boso'company. be-bas no further
suggestion to mafce at this tftne by way <rf
improvement.

JL.bave already crf)ed attention to the desi¬
rableness of separating tbe Tbird! police-
station from tbe qimters of Company " \>?
at tile corner of Jtershall street and Broofc
avenue. .

Tbe appropriatioB'for current expenses of
$35,G6d was not exhausted -during the year.-

I amglad to be able to eudorse tbe eigi-|
neer's praises of the efficiency aud good con¬
duct of bis force. Tbeir zeal, promptitude,
and faithful work, wbeu ealled onrdeserve
all hisoommendations,

tue public; 8CT100LS.

The school reports, aa- 1 have heretoforeobservedi-lose tnucb of tbeir interest from
the circumstance that tbe school session
closes nine months before- the period of an¬
nual report, and all the statistics regarding it
have long been before tbc public.
Tbe schools are now full, and provision

must soon be made for enlarging tbe accom¬
modations for the children in the western
portion of tbe city, where- the chief growth
in population is to be found.. The erection
of a plain building, something alter the plan
of the Madison school (corner of Cary and
Madison slreet»), may be accomplished, it is
hoped, with little aid from tbe oity, bv the
sale of the properly now known as tbe Hrook
Avenue school, which is quite unsuitedlo
its purposes, and the sale ot a large amount
of the vacant portion of the square on which
the Baker school (colored) now stands, it
there should be any early revival of the prices
of real estate.

1 do not feel it necessary to add more tbun
a cordial endorsement of the Superintend-

ent's invitation to parents to visit the schools
in which their children are taught frequently
aud without notice. It is tbe earnest desire!
of the Board, and the preference of the uill-
cers and teachers, that there should be no-
thin" like dress-parades and formal exhibi¬
tion' for tbe benefit of visitors. We desire
what the visitors may see aud bear to be tbe
regular daily routine work, and this- is not
only uot interfered with by visitors who con¬
duct themselves properly, but is helped by
them especially, if those visitors arc iwrents.
The child who sees his father and mother
interested in bis study finds bis own interest)
quickeucd, and it is a material aid to the
teacher to feel that she may rely ou sympa-
tby, if not active assistance, at home.
As each year passes I feel it to be a matter

of special rejoicing tbat tbo confidence of tbe
people in tbe system grows, and that we

escape the difficulties and enmities which m
so many quarters impede public education.
Perfection may be predicated of no human
institution or endeavor. Our chance of ap¬
proaching it is very much iu the ratio of tbe
numbers interested in its attainment and
the energy and honesty of their efforts to
reach it. It is therefore a matter always of
satisfaction to witness honesl inquiry into
and candid criticism upon this comparatively
new work; and it is especially becoming |
that the Council should foster every fair
move in that directiou by personal invest!-
.ration. I hope, therefore, tbat the intelli-j°ent nentlemeu who form the committees in

your two branches on tbe public schools
m iv Gnd it convenient to make frequent and

unnanuounced school visitn, to see for them¬
selves the result of the outlay of tbe Coun¬
cil for tbe education of our youth and tbe
methods and instruments by which they are

attained.
LITIGATION.

The condition and character of the litiga^
tion in which the city is concerned being a

matter in which all the citizens are concern¬
ed 1 requested tbe City Attorney to pre¬
pare for me a list of tbe causes pending in
the courts to which Richmond is a party,
with a brief abstract of the points involved,
and an account of the stage of proceedings
iu each. His report will be found herewith.
Cases are pending iu tbe Supreme Court ot

Apoeals, with a prospect of early
involving the rlybt of tbe city to prohibit
the u«e°by the Richmond, Fredericksburg
and Potomac railroad of stewn-enjc.u*! oa

Broad street; tbe right to tax bank hba"*
owned by non-residents; the riijbt to niu-

oose a license upon foreign corpottUion*
doin* business here; and the existence and.
extent of tbe liao.luy of the
damage said to be occasioned by the tou01
tiou of her sidewalks.

In all these cases the judgment.- of the
courts below have been favorable totthe city,
and tbe attorney express niorc or to,.~n-
ndrntly bis opinion tbat tbe original judg-
wenta will be affirmed.

,

Thll nniv case ot special interest in um»

lower tribunals is one involving tbo liability

ix, wit ti.e p>^*"^\vrrwif°»oc-actions, apparently vv
iriounul*. It

treme £lfoAl£united *.» .*"»!its tir»t decision.
COUCLUSIOS*.

I cannot conclude thw message withoalt a

word or merited various de-spectiveothcersbyw are cotuiucted. The

Kl ion I aiB Under 'o su^rvUe tbeir »c«s

cobperation, and ia honest ftde y ^trusts, it is scant prat-e to saj tba. t y

compare favorably with any
whom this city, or any other city, was evw

served. »

Xor can I deny mvself the pleasure ofj
sajing a yraieful word for tbe unchanging j
kindness of their individual relations to¬

wards mystic Iu a fervice now fast filling
up the measure of its tilth year I caDnoi re¬

call a single instance of unpleasant eneo'.jn-

tcr. On the rare occasions upon which, on

mv my own beh-ilf or that ot the public, I
have lelt called on to make complaint <or sug¬

gest amendment, the univeieal desirv to dis¬
charge their official duties in the bex c manner

has made compliance easy. I Know both
them and myself too well not Is, kuow that
tbe source of this pleasant experience la
much more t© their praise ttr.iQ to mine.

I renew my thanks alio *q the member* of
the Council in botU branches for their con-

Bideration ; and ag a citizen a* well as an olll-
cer I desire to tfttlty \o thQ boQCsi UHigecco

THE DISPATCH.
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and uprightness with which their offlfatftltJ- c:
ties bave been performed. i-Jf ik>-. >
lam, gentlemen, very respectful^ jctfr. n

fellow-citizen, A. M. Kkilet, Mayor.- /
On motion of Mr. Bargamin the mesua99

was received without betas: read, laid on thff
table, and ordered to be printed. ; 7

THB PAT or POIJCTEJfEN WHEN SIC*.
The following communication from the/

Mayor, president of tbe Board of Folic/
Commissioners, was anbmitted and read :L.
To Ifc Cbvmca (knmcil : . *

Gentlemen,.I am in receipt of the follow- ,

jog resolution from jour body, concurred ia
by tbe Board of Aldermen "That the
Mayor of tbte city be requested to report to
tbe Coonci) tbe reasons which controlled
the- Board of Police Commissioners in pass- j
icg tbeir recent order stopping the p»y of
tbe policemen .during tbe time that they !
aire sick,"'

J a* reply,. I fcave? tbe honor to say that this
was done in purauaBce of tbe desire of the
Bowd to prevent; tbe mooey of tbe tax-payers
of Rtobmond from being t;quandcred with¬
out erase or equivalent.
In tbe last annual message of tbe MayorI tbe following paragraph occurs wHb respect

to tbe police force z ~Id one respect alone i
I am ac;ible to report any material Improve'
nient. 8o wit: in the los§ of time fro» slcfc-
m*.ss. Thfs amounted? during tbe pa9t year ;*
'0 eleven* hundred anti thirtyt>f& days.
As tbe compensation of tbe force is unaf¬
fected by siokness this amount of lost thae
represents- an outlay by the city of nearly
f3,000, for which she received no equiva¬
lent. I bar? communicated with the author¬
ities of four 'northern* aod fonr southern
cities, and £cd our proportion of sickness to
tbe force considerably in e^e-frof the moot
unhealthy of the eight cities."
Iboped tba# calling attention to this mat¬

ter would have- the effect of diminishing tb»
evil.
For while tfce majority of tbe force 8re in- '

eapuble of shirking duty b* feigning sick-
Bess or throwing extra duty on the con¬
scientious by avoiding duty for trivial causes,.
It » manifest tlwt some are-less-scrupulous.
Tbe police are e.'wmined by- a surgeon, and
proaonnced physically fit before accepted,,
ant tbeir duties are not specially unhealthy s

yet there Is no body of men- In Klcbmona
paid1 by tbe day whieh- loses half as much-
titrwi. i
As tbeyear 187£ progressed theevil show- .

ed ao- sjgn,of diminution ;. but when tbe
monSUly report for January, 18T5. was pre¬
sented to me, showing that thirty:fine or tue
force had; reported sick, and that 175 days of ' 'L

public- tiirae had been Ion to the city in a J
single- moDUb from this cause, X-fak that tbe

, ;
constiratioiwl provision 1. have- sworn to
maintjukr. to wit : " To sec that the duties of
the vailoue city officers are faithfully per¬
formed! -and my responsibility to tho peo¬
ple, who have a right to every effort of mine
to prevent tbe wastingof tbeir money, left
me uo ufternative but to briug the nutter to
tbe attention of the Bcsrd ot Police Com-'
missioners-
Prior feo-tbot I bad bad'an interview with >.

the Police skirgeou iu tho hope that with bis
aid the e*il could be remedied but, as be
remarked), there are many diseases incapaci¬
tating a mn for work svbich give no external
signs, or such as can bo easily simulated ;
aud while be bad little doubt tlwt some
were not sick enough to refuse duty, it was
impossible to distinguish them, with cer¬
tainty.
Tbe matt«r thu9 being brougbt-to tbe atten¬

tion of the Board, an order wan unanimously
made, modelled after the New York rule,
providing that for the first t/wo days of sick-
uess no pay should be received, and for the
subsequent days half pay. At the tame tiuio
the Board unanimously resolved* that in
every case where an appeal wa* made for full
pay which was meritorious the Board would
allow it. This modification was not ap¬
pended to tbe resolution in writiog in order
to give the attempt at reform. a fair trial.
The result of this order has boeothe most

ample vindication of its wisdom. It wa«
adopted on the &h of February,. and the
official monthly report now before rae shows
that since that time the loss of time in the^
force has been but thirty-fiturdt7.^ and of
these twenty4wo were lost by the chronic
illne»s ot one roan. The tx>tal number of
sick men during the tnonih was eleven.
These figures tell their own story. In
twenty-two average days of January, before
the order was made, the city lost one hurt'
dred and twenty-four days of time ; in
twenty-two days of February, after the order
was made, the loss was thirty-four dayt*.
Tbe numl>er of sick men< in Jivnuary was

thirty-four, in February eleven-- Tbe loss
of money to the city treasury from twenty-
two days of sickness in .Jhnuary among the .

police was *>310. Tbe loss during twenty-
two days of February w:y» ?85». *

Forty three per cent. of« the toice reported^
sick in Jiuuary; thirtetn> J}6* aant. iu Fe.>-
rujr> '. These figures present, tbe best an-.-

swer I can give to tbe resolution above re¬

ferred to. and, I cannot Joubtra satisfactory
one. Hitherto tbe Board has taken tbe tact
that a policeman calls* biiuseif siok and is-
visited by the surgion as (»ncluding the.-
question. Tbe object of- the present rule i*
to require the absen'^ao to sluow that he was-

not only sick, bnt a'Jw-that iis Hicknens wm
such as, in the opinion of th» surgeon, justi¬
fies the city in paying himi f«r service be does-
not render. Tbe people have a right to 'ex¬
pect the best service for this pay. No posi¬
tions in tbe gift of the authorities arc so
roucb sought aftcx.
Tbe policeman* unlik© the city emploja.

generally, is pa'td whether iick or well,
\v bether absent o n foriougb or at bom$» aQd
finaliy be is usu illy buried out of the con¬

tinent fund. ) during my incumbeucy of
ovei four years » jo policrman hss resigned,so
far as I now rer nember, except to escape e*?

pu4»ion, and in a rccwut vacancy tbe clerK
numbered tbe applicants and foood theai.to
be one bund* ;ed and eigbty-tbree. These,
cireum-itances are n>entioned to show- that we>

have the pow er to secure good material, and
the public h:* ve a right to tbe beat attainable
for this impo rtant place. With proper subor- .

dination the force will answer c^ery just ex¬
pectation, a ad tbe Board of Police Commit
sioners can- jot t>e suspected o^any- otber pcr-
posetbans achas looks to tbe securing to tbeir
fullow-citi mns tbe best servico in this depart¬
ment wtii ch tbeir chartered -authority wtu

allow. T 'be second resolution adopted; with
[ that res ponded to in tb'n communication
looking tt) action of the Council consequent
in this 1 c.-ponse, bw been conformed to,. that
your Ik >norabIe body migUthave tbeojiportu-
nity of considering thoficts here pre>cuted»
Ver y resiK'ctfully, your obedient servant,

A. ,M. Kexutt, Mayor.
On. motion of Mr«. Christian, the report

was received.
y4r. Christian presented the following :

limited by the- Ggmijioa. ^orncO, (tlw
Brardof AlUermea concurriug), lhat inas-
mueh as tbe order Issued by the I^ard of
PolU-c Commissioners stopping tb^lgyor
lumbers of tbe,poli(« force during sl^n«3.
V» in conflict With the provisions ot tbv
section of tbe charter of the city and the IKh
section of chapter 3L of theorduunc^ of the

city ot
«ame.
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*ame directed by a >.)iut re«olutiou hereto¬
fore adopttd, is hereby perpetuated by the
Council.

Kt-ferred to tho Committee ou Ordinances
with instructions to bring in an ordinance ta
meet the necessities of the case.

IfXNJtNCX
Mr. 31. L.Strou»,obairioaQ of the Finance

Committee, submitted the following joint
resolutions.vi*. :
Refunding the following amounts upon

the petitions of tbe parties turned : George
K. Crutchfidd, $24.60 for correction in as¬

sessment, &c. ; to EdwarU Vickers, $3.37 for
correction in a*sea*menU to George Hirscb,
to correct tax on lot, Ac.. $3.63 ; to J. VV»

Quay, to correct culvert-utx, Ac., $1.45; Mud
to J. U. Dickeraon. to correct erroneous tax

on cellar-door, $9.52.
That the tax collector be directed to re*
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